From Abacus to Algorithms: Preparing
Students in a Digital Age | Participant
Application

The National Endowment for the Humanities, the Friday Institute for Educational Innovation
at NC State University, and the Digital Citizenship Foundation together present From Abacus
to Algorithms: Preparing Students in a Digital Age. This 3-week institute is designed to equip
K-12 educators with the knowledge and pedagogical strategies needed to prepare students
for responsible and informed digital citizenship. For more information,

visit https://digitalcitizenshipfoundation.org/neh/

March 6, 2026: Applications close at 11:59 p.m. Pacific Time
April 6, 2026: All applicants will be notified of their status

* Indicates required question

1. First Name *

2. LastName*

3. Preferred Name (if different from above)
4. Email Address *

Please provide an email address that you check regularly.


https://digitalcitizenshipfoundation.org/neh/

5. Personal Phone Number *

6. Current City, State of Residence *

7. Current Country of Residence *

8. Current School Name *

9. Current District Name *
Write N/A if not applicable.

10. Current Job Role *

Mark only one oval.

Teacher
Librarian
Instructional Coach

Other



11. Current Grade Level *

Check all that apply.

Check all that apply.
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12. Current Subjects *
Write N/A if not applicable.



13.

14,

Years in the Education Profession *

Mark only one oval.

0-2
3-5
5-7
8-10
11-15
16-20
20+

Other:

If you have attended NEH programs in previous years, please list the year and
program title.

Write N/A if not applicable.

*



| understand that if selected for From Abacus to Algorithms: Preparing Students in  *
a Digital Age, | will be available for active engagement and participation in the
following ways:

Please Note: Times listed below are estimates and subject to change.

Check all that apply.

Week 1: July 13-17, 2026 - In-person from 9:00 AM-4:30 PM (EST) at the Friday
Institute for Educational Innovation in Raleigh, NC

Week 2: July 20-24, 2026 - Virtual from 10:00 AM-4:30 PM (EST) for synchronous and
asynchronous sessions, meetings, and team work.

Week 3: July 27-29, 2026 - Virtual from 10:00 AM-4:30 PM (EST) for synchronous and
asynchronous sessions, meetings, and team work.

Week 3: July 30-31, 2026 - Virtual from 10:00 AM-2:30 PM (EST) for Team Showcase

Please provide a short, professional bio describing your background, experiences, *
and what you bring if selected for this learning community. Aim for 150-250

words per question (1500 characters, including spaces). Please note, if selected,
this bio will be included in materials shared with other participants and on our
website.

You may wish to include:

e Your current role, school/district, and grade levels you support or teach

» Relevant teaching or leadership experiences, especially related to technology,
curriculum, or civic learning

e Your interests or goals related to Al, digital literacy, or preparing students for the future

e Any prior work related to innovation, instructional design, or educator collaboration

e A sentence about what excites you most about joining this program



From Abacus to Algorithms: Preparing Students in a Digital Age has been made possible in
part by a major grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

NATIONAL
ENDOWMENT
FOR THE
HUMANITIES

Experience & Readiness

Please answer the following open-ended questions thoughtfully and authentically. We
recommend drafting your responses in a separate document before submitting. While
responses will vary in length, we encourage you to aim for 150—250 words per question
(1500 characters, including spaces). We're especially interested in the following:

Your instructional and leadership experience

Your mindset around innovation and the future of learning
Your capacity to engage in deep, provocative conversations
Your readiness to apply what you learn in your local context



Al DISCLOSURE FOR APPLICATION REVIEW

To ensure a thoughtful and efficient evaluation process, From Abacus to Algorithms will use a two-
phase review system that combines Al-assisted synthesis with human review and reflection.
ONLY responses on this page of this application will be included in the Al synthesis, so please be
mindful about the personal or private information that you may disclose in the following
questions.

Al Summarization & Pre-Screening

We will use trusted Al tools to help summarize key themes, highlight strengths, and identify areas
of alignment in each application. This process allows us to surface applicants whose responses
reflect strong potential for innovation, collaboration, and future-oriented leadership. The Al will not
make selection decisions—it will simply support our team by organizing and synthesizing
responses for more consistent and equitable review.

Human Review & Holistic Selection

Every application will then be individually reviewed by our selection team, who will score
responses using a clear rubric and consider each applicant’s unique background, ideas, and
readiness to engage deeply with the institute themes. We are looking for diverse voices,
thoughtful provocateurs, and educators who are excited to help shape the future of learning in an
Al-driven world.

17. 1. What kind of future are you preparing your students for? How are you creating *
the conditions for this innovation?



18. 2. What's a big, challenging question you think educators should be asking about *
technology and learning today? How are you / How would you work to answer this
big, challenging question?

19. 3. What is your experience, if any, with artificial intelligence tools or concepts in an *
educational setting? (Experience is not required—we’re looking for interest and
awareness.)

20. 4. What does preparing students for a democratic society in a digital age meanto *
you? How does this connect to your work?



21. 5. How do you imagine sharing what you learn during this experience—with your  *
students, colleagues, or a broader community?

22. Al Application Disclosure: Please describe if and how you may have used any *
assistance from artificial intelligence to help you prepare your responses to these
questions.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.
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